Preface to the 1998 edition.





Hi, and welcome to the on-line version of this book, first published in 1984 by McGraw Hill.  I scanned this in during Summer 1998, using an OCR tool, combined with gif images for the program listing.  I partially did this as a gift to the surviving Oric community, and also as an archiving exercise.  I was fairly proud of this book, somewhat displeased when it was published to find it in no bookstores at all. Although it is hardly relevant today, it surely had some worth back when Oric was a going concern. Anyway, that’s all water under the bridge.





My scanning skills improved somewhat during the making of this book, so you will find the later listings are sharper, bolder. In case you are interested, my trick was to use Paint shop pro: convert to large colour mode, at full size; then use Erode filter, which blackens the text; optionally do a flood fill of white; resize to about 340 across; use the sharpen more filter to highlight some of the edges; and finally reduce colours to 8 to make the image more compact. The OCR software was Cunieform. The old version I had of that was terrible with # signs, but I upgraded the version, and the newer one seemed to like them. There might be an odd escaped O - 0 problem.





Originally the book was written on a Microtan  and saved onto cassette tapes. Now, those tapes contain music….





I’m hoping that much of the book remains useful to Oric users out there, emulated or real, the book has been scanned in almost without change - a few grammatical changes, for instance the changing of “data” to singular - the proof reader at Mc Graw Hill was convinced that “data” was a plural term [ok technically it is the plural of Datum, but no-one in their right mind uses this]  So sentences like “The data is read” should be “The data are read” - the latter sounds horrible, to my mind “data” is  a word that is always singular, like “grass”.  So where I’ve noticed this, I changed it back to how I originally typed it!  I’ve put all the listings in as images, this means I can’t introduce errors, since the listings have all come indirectly from those original programs dumped out from a running Oric. None of my code was written using an assembler, just the in-line one from Oric Mon.  I do apologise for this, it seemed quite natural at the time, I don’t think I’d have the patience now to work in this kind of manner, without proper cross assemblers! I can’t vouch at this time if the programs are all working.








A lot has happened in the 14 or so years since the book was written. The rise of the PC,  the commercialising of software, Windows, the rebirth of consoles.  We’ve seen compute
